
Sunday 18 January 2026  
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Welcome! 
Come and See! Come and Grow! Come and Serve! 

The Catholic Parish of Chatswood 
94 Archer Street 

Chatswood 
NSW  2067 

Bringing the Light of Christ to the City: We Love; We Grow; We Serve 

 

我看見聖神彷彿鴿子從天降下，停在他身上。 若望福音 1:32 

I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from the sky and remain upon him. John 1:32 

  



Come and See! 

PO Box 1446 
Chatswood  
NSW  2057 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday  
9.00am—5.00pm 

Office Phone:  9410 9000 
Emergency Calls:  0473 643317 

Instagram: ourladyofdolourschatswood  

Parish Priest: Very Rev Dr David Ranson VG  
david.ranson@bbcatholic.org.au  
Personal blog: davidranson.com.au 
Tuesday, Friday to Sunday 
Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Anselam Lakra 
anselam.lakra@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9028 
Tuesday to Sunday 
Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Hien Vu 
hien.vu@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9027 
Tuesday to Sunday 
Deacon (Transitional): Rev Mr Tan Nguyen 
tan.nguyen@bbcatholic.org.au 
Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday Morning and Wednesday 
Receptionist: Diana Tinambun 
chatswoodoffice@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9000 
Monday to Friday 
Administration and Facilities Officer: Kristha Mangahas 
kristha.mangahas@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9030 
Monday to Friday 
Parish Engagement Officer: Duyen Au 
duyen.au@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9035  
Monday to Friday 
Project Officer: Chloe Aylward 
chloe.aylward@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9021 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

Director of Music: Titus Grenyer 
titus.grenyer@bbcatholic.org.au 

9410 9034 
Thursday to Monday 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Angela Hague 
angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9033  
Monday to Thursday 
Pastoral Support Worker: Mona Saouma 
mona.saouma@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9024 
Tuesday to Thursday 
Catechist Coordinator:  Karen Forbes 
karen.forbes@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9029 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
Youth Ministry Officer: Sienna Klarica 
sienna.klarica@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9026 
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Book-keeper: Amelia Lee 
amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au 
9410 9032 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
 
Our Lady of Dolours Primary Parent Engagement Coordinator 
Rebecca Molinaro:  rebecca.molinaro@dbb.catholic.edu.au 
Monday and Thursday 
 
Mercy College Parent Engagement Coordinator 
Annette Leahy:  annette.leahy1@dbb.catholic.edu.au 

Sunday Masses 

5.30pm Saturday evening Vigil Mass 
 
7.30am (followed by Morning Tea on 1st Sunday of the month 
at the PEW café) 
 
9.00am (Includes Children’s Liturgy of the Word on 1st, 2nd & 
4th Sundays, except on long weekends), followed by Morning 
Tea on the forecourt 
 
10.30am, followed by Morning Tea on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, and Community Lunch on the last Sunday. 
 
11.00am at St Peter’s Green Aged Care Facility, North Lane 
Cove (Note this is for residents only) 
 
5.30pm 
 
Filipino Culture Mass 
12noon, 1st Sunday of the month 
 
Indonesian Culture Mass 
7.00pm, 2nd Saturday of the month 
 
First Friday of the month: 6.30pm—8.30pm Divine Retreat 
Centre Healing Mass and Prayer 

Weekday Masses and Devotions 

Monday:   12.30pm 
Tuesday:   9.00am and 12.30pm 
Wednesday:   9.00am and 12.30pm  and 6.30pm 
   (The Sacrament of Anointing: after 
    each Wednesday evening Mass  
   and after 12.30pm the 3rd Wednesday 
   of the  month) 
Thursday:   9.00am and 12.30pm 
Friday:   9.00am and 12.30pm 
Saturday:   9.00am 

 
Morning Prayer: Tuesday to Saturday: 8.45am 
 
Rosary 
Monday: 11.45am (preceded by Divine Mercy Chaplet at 
11.30am); Tuesday to Saturday 9.30am; Monday to Fridays: 
1.00pm 
 
Thursday Adoration After 9am Mass, followed by Rosary 
then Divine Mercy Chaplet ends at midday with Benediction. 
 
Thursday Holy Hour with Exposition and Reconciliation 
7.00pm 
 
Saturday Morning: Reconciliation from 9.30am. 

mailto:david.ranson@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:aldrin.valdehueza@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:joey.frez@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:Kristha.Mangahas@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:maricel.malapira@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au


Come and See! 

We acknowledge the Cammeraygal People of the Eora Nation,  
custodians of the land on which our parish stands 

and we commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of national reconciliation. 
 

As a Parish of Catholic Faith we are committed  
to  ensuring always a community of safety and care for all, 

especially for children, and those who are vulnerable. 

Honouring the Santo Niño this Sunday 
 

The Feast of the Santo Niño—Spanish for “Holy Child”—is 
one of the most beloved devotions in the Filipino Catholic 
tradition. At its heart is a simple yet profound truth: God 
chose to come among us not with power or grandeur, but 
as a child—vulnerable, trusting, and full of promise. The 
devotion to the Santo Niño dates back to 1521, when 
Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan presented an 
image of the Child Jesus to Queen Juana of Cebu at her 
baptism. This gift marked the beginning of Christianity in 
the Philippines. More than forty years later, in 1565, the 
same image was rediscovered intact amid the ruins of a 
burned village. This remarkable event became a powerful 
sign of God’s abiding presence among the people. To this 
day, the Santo Niño holds a cherished place in the faith and 
spiritual life of Filipino Catholics. 
 

Each year, the feast is celebrated on the third Sunday of 
January, not only in the Philippines but also in many 
parishes across our diocese and around the world. These 
celebrations are marked by joyful expressions of faith, 
including processions, shared food and drink, and vibrant 
performances of song and dance, reflecting a faith that is 
both deeply prayerful and joyfully lived in community. The 
most famous of these celebrations is the Sinulog Festival in 
Cebu, where colourful street dances follow a distinctive 
rhythm of two steps forward and one step back, 
symbolising life’s journey with God. Other major festivals 
include Ati-Atihan in Aklan and Dinagyang in Iloilo. During 
these celebrations, devotees often carry their own Santo 
Niño statues, lovingly dressed in royal attire, and joyfully 
chant “Pit Señor!” (“Call out to the Lord”) —a prayer of 
praise, trust, and heartfelt supplication. At its core, 
devotion to the Santo Niño invites us to approach Jesus 
with childlike trust and open hearts. Families often 
enthrone images of the Holy Child in their homes, offering 
candles, flowers, and written intentions. The Santo Niño is 
invoked especially for guidance, healing, and hope. 
 
On Sunday, 18 January 2026, we join our hearts and prayers with all those celebrating the Feast of the Santo 
Niño. A statue of the Santo Niño will be placed in the sanctuary from 16 January 2026. Parishioners are warmly 
invited to write their prayer intentions and place them, along with a candle, before the statue. As we honour the 
Santo Niño, may we rediscover the joy of our faith and entrust ourselves anew to God’s loving care. Pit Señor! Viva 
Santo Niño! 



Come and See! 



Come and See! 

 
Last Sunday, Carmen Ventura, who has been in 
our parish a grand total of 90 years, celebrated 
her 92nd birthday! Ad multos annos, Carmen! 
 
Fr Joey Frez hosted a Filipino Boodle Fight 
Dinner for our diocesan seminarians and 
aspirants at Manuel’s in Artarmon last 
Wednesday. 
 
And Fr Hien is safely back in Vietnan for his 
annual leave, reunited with his family. 



Come and See! 
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Come and See! 

What’s New in the PEW 
 
New arrivals have landed in the PEW! Discover St Mary McKillop of the Cross statues and rosaries, celebrating a 
life of faith lived with courage and love. We’re also excited to offer St Carlo Acutis gift items from Italy—inspired 
by a modern saint who reminds us that holiness is for everyone. Perfect to keep or gift, these items encourage 
prayer, inspire faith, and make thoughtful reminders of God’s love in daily life. 



Come and Grow! 

Come along and hear Father Robert Rieger from Medjugorje – 
 Lenten Reflection on  Eucharistic Adoration 

 
Father Robert Rieger from Medjugorje will be visiting Our 
Lady of Dolours Chatswood parish on 23 February.  Come 
along and hear Father Robert’s Lenten reflection on 
Eucharistic Adoration.  
 
Father Robert is a Kiwi priest who first visited Medjugorje 
some 36 years ago – and it changed his life forever.   Father 
Robert now welcomes thousands of pilgrims to Medjugorje 
every year from all around the world – including our own 
pilgrims from across the Broken Bay Diocese.  Father Robert 
leads the Oasis of Peace community in Medjugorje, and 
their chapel offers Adoration around the clock, 24 hours a 
day. But as Father Robert will tell us, Adoration is not about 
the hours.  It’s about opening our hearts to the Lord and 
letting Him do something within us and for us – rather than 
just assuming that it’s all about us doing something for 
him.  It’s His work within us that will truly change our lives.   
 

7pm, Monday 23 February:  Please join us to meet Father Robert and hear him speak in the Magnificat 
Room at Our Lady of Dolours in Kirk Street Chatswood.  
 
Beach Rosary – 7pm, Friday 20 February:  You are also invited to join Father Robert and Father Marek 
for a rosary along the beach promenade at Manly Beach, followed by gelato and Compline.  Meet 
outside St Mary’s Church, 6 Raglan Street Manly at 7pm.   

Do you love the Holy Souls, need intercessors for your loved ones,  
and desire to be prayed for after death?  

 
Friends of the Suffering Souls  

 
A Catholic Lay Association conducting a perpetual novena of Masses  

for the Holy Souls in Purgatory.  
 

Friends of the Suffering Souls (FOSS) originated in devotion to Our Lady of Knock, whose apparition, in 1879, fol-
lowed the offering of 100 Masses for the Holy Souls. Today, our perpetual novena of Masses not only helps the 
Holy Souls but also gives members an assurance of remembrance after death and a means of surrounding their 
loved ones with Heavenly intercessors. Each member commits to arranging one Mass a year, for the inten-
tion, “For the Holy Souls in Purgatory, especially the deceased members of FOSS.” By our continuing commit-
ment to this intention, our members are assured that they, too, will be remembered after death in our Masses. 
Members may also enroll family or friends, committing to an additional annual Mass on behalf of each enrollee. 
The same Mass intention is offered, in the confident expectation that the Holy Souls who benefit from the Mass 
will become intercessors for the enrollee. At present, our members in 50 countries around the world offer up-
wards of 35, 000 Masses a year for this intention. If you have a love for the Holy Souls, a desire to be upheld in 
prayer, and a longing for spiritual assistance for your friends and family, we invite you to join us. 
 

To enrol and for further information visit: www.fossnovena.org 

http://www.fossnovena.org






Come and Grow! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Year and New Life 
 

Each year we greet the new year with a fireworks display and other celebrations.  In doing so we acknowledge the 
gift of life that we enjoy even if without exploring the full dimension of that gift and the eternal life that it 
precedes. But if we celebrate the life that we enjoy, our thoughts might turn to those newly conceived human 
beings whose life journey has just begun.  Unfortunately we know that many of these newly created persons will 
have their lives terminated even before they are born as a result of the resort to abortion.  For these newly 
conceived there will be no celebration of new years to come in the future. 
 
Our society upholds the irreconcilable attitudes of celebrating New Year while denying the right of the unborn to 
participate in the life that lies before them. We encourage all parishioners to defend those little ones who cannot 
speak for themselves or exercise any influence to protect their own lives. 
 
So as we celebrate the gift of life that we enjoy, we might spare a thought for the unborn whose lives may well be 
cut short even before birth.  Your support for the Dignity Pro-Life group will help to defend the lives of those 
unborn babies so that they too may enjoy the benefit of life and join in the celebration of new years yet to come.   
 
For enquiries: ring Michael on 0466961240 or visit https://prolife.gotomary.com for resources and updates. 

Last weekend we commenced our promotion for our annual Lunar New Year Festival. Not only is Lunar New Year 
such a significant cultural event for so many in our parish community. It is also an important means by which we 
raise funds for our annual Pastoral Works Fund appal to which we are obligated this year to raise some $90,000. 

Do join in the fun, and support an important cause! 

https://prolife.gotomary.com


Vinnies December 2025 Report 
 
Chatswood Vinnies received 12 calls for help in 
December 
 
Five of these did not require a lot of time or 
resources. Either they did not respond to our return 
calls or only required advice. Two others needed 
food assistance. An old client, who had suffered an 
amputation and had been moved  into more user 
friendly public accommodation sought help with 
white-goods; we provided information on our No 
Interest Loans scheme. Two others, one off the 
streets and the other an aged pensioner with limited 
English, sought help with setting up in new public 
housing digs. 
 
We received a most unusual and urgent request 
from a South American couple on temporary visas 
who had been hoping to start a new life in Aust. 
After managing for 9 months both working to their 
visa conditions , the husband was diagnosed with an 
aggressive but controllable cancer. which required 
immediate treatment and which precluded his 
working or travelling. Treatment is expected to last 
several months. We have maintained them afloat 
whilst referring them to agencies/ people who may 
be able to help. We are trying to establish a budget 
and time frame for our essential help. 
 
We have expended to date some $3000 in covering 
some limited rent, medical and sustenance needs. 
More on this case will be covered in future reports. 
 
Overall we expended some $5000 in December. 
 
On a lighter note we held a Xmas function at one of 
the large public housing complexes and distributed, 
with the help of parishioners, and some 50 Xmas 
hampers to those we had assisted during the year.  

Come and Serve! 
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Come and Serve! 

Ornella Byak is the granddaughter of our beloved 
parishioner Sandra Byak - and at only 26 years old, Ornella 
has already established a school in Timor-Leste.  Ornella 
will be visiting us in the last week of February to tell us 
more about this wonderful work. 
 
Ornella Byak founded BETTER Timor to respond to the 
urgent need for quality education in Timor-Leste.  It is one 
of our closest neighbours, yet many children and young 
people lack basic learning opportunities. Ornella has 
established a school in the regional area of Same, 
Manufahi, where she lives full-time and leads local teams 
delivering free, high-quality schooling and English 
education. The school now serves around 200 students 

with 21+ local staff, and it achieves over 90% attendance (compared to a national average near 36%). The school 
provides thousands of meals to students each year, since Timor-Leste has one of the highest rates of severe child 
malnutrition in the world. Ornella has also opened the Bakhita English Institute to provide youth and adults with 
English skills that will equip them for employment, mobility, and new opportunities.  
 
Come along and hear Ornella tell her story: 
·      Daytime:  Monday 23 February at 1.00pm (after the 12.30pm mass) in the Magnificat Room 
·      Evening:  Tuesday 24 February at 7.00pm in the Magnificat Room 
 

And you can read more about Ornella’s work in Timor-Leste at http://bettertimor.org/ 

Our Parish Bunnings BBQ in 
support of Streetworks on 

Saturday 10 January! 

http://bettertimor.org/


Our Serra Association invite us to remember one of the bishops, priests and deacons in our Diocese  
in our prayer each day during January 2026 

Around and About 

◄ December January 2026 February ► 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

      1 
Bishop Anthony 

Randazzo 
  
  

2 
Bishop Emeritus 

David Walker 
  
  

3 
Bishop Emeritus 
Robert McGuckin 

  
  

4 
Fr Colin Blayney 

  
  

5 
Fr Stephen Hill 

  
  

6 
 Fr Timothy Raj 

MSFS 
  
  

7 
Fr Alex Peter 

MSFS 
   

8 
Fr Vincent 

Lourduswamy 
MSFS 

  
  

9 
Fr Michael Belonio 

OSA 
  
  

10 

 

 

Fr Michael Sullivan 

OSA 

11 
Fr Jumbin Torres 

OSA 
  
  

12 
Fr John Zhang 

OSA 
  
  

13 
Father Van Tu 
Nguyen OSA 

  
  

14 
Fr Robert Borg 

  
  

15 
Fr Jim McKeon 

  
  

16 
Fr Aldrin Valdehue-

za 
  
  

17 
Fr Vince Casey 

Fr John Hill 
  
  

18 
Fr Greg Chee 

OCD 
  
  

19 
Fr Gerard Moran 

OCD 
  
  

20 
Fr Sunny Peackal 

OCD 
  
  

21 
Fr Restituto Ogis-

mer cs 
  
  

22 
Fr Jose Aliro 
Gutierrez cs 

  
  

23 
Fr Savino Bernardi 

cs 
  
  

24 
Deacon Roberto 

Corpuz 
  
  

25 
Deacon Richard 

Houwing 
  
  

26 
Deacon Adrian 

Gomez 
  
  

27 
Deacon Paul Sim-

mons 
  
  

28 
Deacon Kevin 

Hale 
Deacon Kevin 

McGregor 
  
  

29 
Fr Ireneuz Czech 

SDS 
  
  

30 
Fr Brendan Lee 

Fr Anoop Devasia  
  

31 
Deacon Peter 

McCulloch 
  
  

  

Position Vacant - Pymble Parish 
Catechist Coordinator  Casual Position  

  
Our Parish is looking for a new Catechist Coordinator. The 
primary purpose of the Catechist Coordinator (CC) is to 
lead and support the catechists of the Pymble Parish 
(Parish) who provide Special Religious Education (SRE) to 
the Catholic Students in State Schools within the 
Parish.   To achieve this, the CC works under the direction 
of the Parish Priest and with the Parish team to lead the 
Catechist program and provide coordinated support 
services to enhance the SRE ministry within the Parish.  If 
you are interested in supporting the faith development of 
children in the public schools in our Parish, please contact 
the Parish Office for a copy of the Position 
Description.  The appointment is subject to a satisfactory 
Working with Children Check and National Police Check. 
  
To apply,  please email your current CV and cover letter 
to  claudia@pymblecatholicparish.org.au by 6 February 
2026. Applications will be reviewed as they are received, 
and the closing date may be adjusted if a suitable 
candidate is identified. 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Calendar-Australia/December-2025
file:///C:/Users/David.Ranson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3UMBWXVF/Serra%20Vocations%20Prayer%20Calendar%202026.docx#February_2026#February_2026
mailto:claudia@pymblecatholicparish.org.au


Parking at our Parish 

Parish Information 

Supporting our Parish Financially 

Donation for Description  BSB   Account Number 

Clergy Giving (First collection) Chatswood Parish Pastoral Revenue A/C 062-784 100001606 

(support for Clergy)       

        

Parish Giving (2nd collection) Chatswood Parish Working A/C 062-784 100001609 

Planned Giving by EFT &       

general donation to Parish       

(support for Parish operation)       



Parish Information 

Our Meeting Room Schedule This Week 

Please note that there may be last minute additions to this table.  

• DRC Healing Mass will resume on Friday, 6 February 2026 at 7pm 

• First Saturday Public Rosary will resume on Saturday, 7 February 2026 at 4pm 

Day Date Occasion Time Location 

Monday  26 January Australia Day 
Public Holiday 

Parish Mass at 10.00am 
Office closed 

 

Tuesday  27 January  School Staff return   

Sunday  1 February Lunch and Seminar for Mass 
Readers 

 Magnificat Meeting 
Room 

Monday 2 February Start of Term 1 
 

  

Wednesday  4 February Start of 2026 Book Club  Magnificat Meeting 
Room 

Sunday  15 February Lunar New Year  
Celebration 

10.30asm Multilingual Mass  
Forecourt Celebrations 

 

Wednesday  18 February ASH WEDNESDAY Masses at  
7am. 9am, 12.30pm, 7.00pm 

 

Saturday  21 February Lunar New Year 
 
 

Vespers for 1st Sunday of 
Lent 

Chatwood Fair  
and Parade 

 
5.00pm 

Concourse 
 
 

Church 

Sunday  22 February  Lunar New Year Chatswood Fair Concourse 
 

Upcoming Events in our Parish 



Our Mass Schedule  and church Schedule this Week 

Parish Information 

Monday 19 January  12.30pm Weekday Ordinary Time 2 

Tuesday  20 January 9.00am, 12.30pm Weekday Ordinary Time 2 

Wednesday 21 January 9.00am., 12.30pm and 6.30pm St Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 

Thursday 22 January 9.00am, 12.30pm Weekday Ordinary Time 2 

Friday 23 January 9.00am, 12.30pm Weekday Ordinary Time 2 

Saturday 24 January 9.00am  St Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor 

Sunday 25 January Usual Times 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 



For those recently deceased: 
Kenny Tsang; Francesca Di Mento; Andre Hariman; Janet Namey; George Lo (husband of Binnie Tan); Lina (Ng) Sing 
(sister of Elaine Wong); Tjioe Giok Tjoe; Apung Darma Sugandi; Mable Savage; Pamela Crampton; Violet Joyce. 
 
For those who are sick: 
Binnie (Marianne) Tan; Bruce Meppem; Ely Herft; Augustine D’silva; George Lo; Catherine M Chan, Mirjana 
Marinovic; Mellita Jones; Daniel West; Ying Leong Fong; Rosetta Lo Presti; Celine Robinson; Rafael Senedrin; Gina 
Marotta; Deysi Villanueva; Ervita Wiroatmodjo; Almira Christina Chen; Mary Oakley; Eugenia San Gabriel; Jim 
Dennis; Jeremy Moon; Ley Peng Tan; Lody Herlianto; Chet Catapang; Mila Fidel; Onni Wong; Victor Chun Kau Ng; 
Carmel Villanueva; Mr Gurung; Delfin Mendoza; Irene Margaret; Laila Haddad; Thomas West; Lucy Rodriguez; 
Gillian Hawkins; Sr Marie Dayton; Judith Ryan; Maria Taylor; Ban le Llamas; Sally Hawkins; Donna Fernandez; 
Allison Roberts; Zac Vlasic; Helen Coutts-Trotter (sister of Terry Meagher); Teddy Malapria; Kristen O’Loan; Mitch 
East; Victor Villanueva Herriquez; Johnson Siu; Joseph Bonnici; Bill Piper; Gerard de Leon; Carlos de Leon; Bonnie 
Leung; John Triog and family; Esther Grant and family. 
 
For those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Juliana Chee; Earle Deitz; Jean-Marie Ta; Lisa McKee; Angela Ryan; Rodolfo Dy; Ljubica Bacic Fratric; Tricia 

Batongbacal; John Keenan; Rodolfo Dy, Felix Lodero Jnr, Felix Lodero; Remedios Lodero; Siplicio Sabillo; Paul Hung; 
Tess Fitzgearld; Max Fowler; Theodore Cowell. 
 

Deceased Birthday: Margaret Colebrook OAM   

Forthcoming Wedding:  Jesus Riera & Monika Rozycka on Saturday, 17 January 2026 at 2.00pm. 

Upcoming Funeral: Francesca Di Mento on Tuesday, 20 January 2026 at 10.30am 

 

A Sad Update 
Binnie (Marianne) Tan, former catechist helper at Artarmon public school is struggling in St George Hospital Kogarah with a 
worsening cancer situation and may be moved to palliative care soon. On top of this her husband George Lo recently passed 
away. Poor Binnie had hoped to return this year as a helper at Artarmon public school, sadly this won’t be happening. A few of 
the APS catechists visited Binnie in hospital which is heartwarming to hear, they conveyed our warm wishes from the parish 
that she continues to be in our thoughts and prayers. 

Please Remember in our Prayer 

Our Altar Flowers this Week  
 

Our Altar Flowers this week  
are in honour of  

Sto Nino, the Child Jesus. 


